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BACKGROUND 

The wildlife resources of the State belong to the people of the State as a whole, including the 
enjoyment of these resources (G.S. 113-131(a)). The Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) is 
tasked with the conservation of wildlife resources of the State (G.S. 143-239). This responsibility 
includes managing as equitably as possible the various competing interests regarding these 
resources, including the use and take of such resources (G.S. 113-131.1(a)). The statutes 
governing wildlife resources are found in Chapter 113, Subchapter IV of the General Statutes, 
and WRC has been granted rulemaking authority to implement the provisions of these statutes 
(G.S. 113-134). 

As part of its mission, the WRC conducts an annual review of its inland fishing, wildlife, and 
game land regulations to determine whether the rules need to be adjusted in order to accomplish 
the objectives of managing wildlife resources or Commission property through a biologically 
sustainable harvest consistent with sound conservation objectives; managing WRC-owned land 
for the conservation of wildlife resources, and the enjoyment of the public; and implementing 
legislative directives. 

A summary of the proposed rule amendments is shown below along with accompanying rule 
text. The proposed changes update rules for shooting ranges and are intended to help ensure safe 
and consistent regulation of these facilities. Figure 1 provides a statewide map of the ten WRC 
shooting range locations. The six ranges with green boxes (Cold Mountain, Caswell, Flintlock 
Lentz, Wake, and Odom) fall under the scope of this regulatory update because they are either 
owned or managed by the Wildlife Resources Commission.  

Figure 1. Map of WRC shooting range locations. 
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15A NCAC 10D .0102 GENERAL REGULATIONS REGARDING USE 
15A NCAC 10M .0101 SHOOTING RANGES 

The proposed amendments remove the shooting range rules from the Game Lands portion of the 
NCAC (15A NCAC 10D .0102) and codify specific rules for agency owned and managed 
shooting ranges in a new subchapter (10M). The proposed rule includes definitions, general 
restrictions for all visitors, specific regulations for firearm handling, archery equipment 
standards, trap and skeet range rules, ammunition standards, target requirements, and provisions 
for staff to maintain a safe environment. 

The standards and restrictions established by the proposed rule reflect longstanding standards 
established by the Wildlife Education Division for the safe operation of shooting range facilities. 
Many of these standards and restrictions are outlined in the range waiver and discussed in the 
mandatory safety briefing; however, they were not previously established in rule, making 
enforcement difficult.  

Additionally, the current shooting range rules are outdated when compared to the current 
standards and do not address many of the issues staff are facing at the facilities, including unruly 
patrons and unsafe firearms handling. Codifying new rules for shooting ranges will improve 
range safety for both staff and the public and improve the ability of law enforcement to handle 
patrons who fail to comply with agency safety standards.  

Table 1 summarizes the major areas where the proposed rule provides greater specificity, 
structure, and enforceability compared to the broader requirements in the current rule. Note that 
although the new rule includes more detailed and prescriptive requirements, many of these 
provisions reflect longstanding safety practices already implemented through range waivers and 
mandatory safety briefings. Codifying these requirements in rule primarily enhances clarity and 
enforceability rather than creating new obligations for users in practice. 

Table 1: Comparison of current and proposed shooting range provisions 

Current 10D .0102 New 10M .0101 

Purpose & 
Scope 

Minimal guidance; general 
prohibitions; applies as part of overall 
game-land use. 

Comprehensive framework for all 
WRC-owned/managed shooting range 
facilities, including indoor/outdoor 
ranges and operational areas. 

Definitions 
No definitions specific to shooting 
ranges. Nine new defined terms. 
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Current 10D .0102 New 10M .0101 

Safety Gear No explicit PPE requirements. Mandatory eye protection, ear 
protection, and closed-toe shoes. 

Conduct 
General prohibition on 
careless/reckless handling, leaving 
debris, and consuming alcohol. 

Detailed conduct rules: no harassment, 
no eating/drinking on firing line, no 
smoking/vaping except designated areas, 
no alcohol, no intoxication. 

Range Access 
Procedures No process described. 

Requires sign-in with RSO, safety 
briefing, and completion of detailed 
waiver to obtain a Range Pass valid for 
one year. 

Firearm 
Handling 

Prohibits reckless handling, shooting 
off-range, or handling while impaired. 

Adds extensive rules: firearms must be 
cased during transport, cannot be carried 
into office, must remain unloaded until 
range is hot, concealed carry prohibited, 
fully automatic/simulated automatic 
firearms banned, muzzle direction rules 
clarified. 

Archery Only generally addressed as “safe use 
of bow and arrow.” 

Detailed requirements: arrows unnocked 
until hot range; broadheads prohibited; 
sky drawing prohibited; blaze orange 
required on 3D range; firearms 
prohibited on archery ranges. 

Trap & Skeet Not addressed. 

Sets shot size limits (7.5, 8, 9), muzzle 
velocity limit (1300 fps), and requires 
open/unloaded action when changing 
stations. 

Ammunition 
Only prohibits shooting glass and 
leaving debris; no ammunition 
specifications. 

Explicitly prohibits tracer, incendiary, 
armor-piercing, steel core, and any 
ammo deemed unsafe by RSO; requires 
shooters to pick up spent 
cartridges/litter. 

Targets 
Prohibits glass targets and shooting 
into structures; general debris rules. 

Adds: must use paper targets; must use 
WRC-provided stands; steel targets 
prohibited unless provided; prohibits 
shooting into posts/structures; reiterates 
off-range projectile restrictions. 
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Current 10D .0102 New 10M .0101 

Age 
Restrictions 

No specific age requirements. Under 18 must have adult present; under 
12 require one-on-one supervision. 

Enforcement 
Violators must leave if directed, but 
standards are general and harder to 
enforce. 

Any violation of rules or RSO 
instructions is explicit grounds for 
removal. 

Fiscal Impact 

State Impact 
The proposed rule codifies the standards and policies already used by shooting range staff. The 
proposed rule is anticipated to make enforcement of these policies easier and specify in rule 
cause for removal of uncompliant patrons from the shooting range facility.  

Range signage and staff training currently reflect the established standards and are congruent 
with the proposed rule. No new signage or training will be required to implement the proposed 
rule.  

Local Impact 
The proposed amendments have no anticipated local government impact. 

Private Impact 
The impact on private individuals who use the shooting ranges is minimal and generally positive. 
The proposed rule primarily formalizes existing expectations already communicated via waivers 
and safety briefings. Users who already comply with range policies will experience no new 
burdens. For new users, costs for required safety gear are minimal because these items are 
commonly already owned by shooting sports participants, and WRC maintains loaner vests and 
protective equipment for those who need them. The proposed age-based requirements are 
consistent with federal and state firearm laws, and the one-on-one supervision for children under 
12 helps ensure safe firearm handling due to the weight of firearms and the importance of 
maintaining proper muzzle direction. There is no cost to obtain the required Range Pass. 
Increased clarity reduces ambiguity regarding acceptable conduct, age requirements, ammunition 
restrictions, and safety protocols. As such, public safety will be enhanced through having clearer, 
more enforceable standards.  

Summary 

The proposed rule modernizes and expands the existing shooting range requirements by 
clarifying expectations, specifying safety and operational standards, and strengthening 
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enforceability across WRC facilities. This should result in improved consistency and safety 
without creating new fiscal impacts or imposing significant additional obligations beyond those 
inherent in the current broad requirements. 
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15A NCAC 10D .0102 is proposed for amendment as follows: 1 

2 

15A NCAC 10D .0102 GENERAL REGULATIONS REGARDING USE 3 

(a)  For purposes of this Subchapter, the following definitions apply:4 

(1) "Permanent Hunting Blind" means a structure that is used for hunter concealment, constructed from5 

manmade or natural materials, and that is not disassembled and removed at the end of the day's hunt.6 

(2) "Target shooting" means the discharge of a firearm for purposes other than hunting, trapping, or7 

self-defense.8 

(3) "Youth" means individuals under 16 years of age.9 

(b)  Trespass. Entry on game lands for purposes other than hunting, trapping, or fishing shall be as authorized by the10 

landowner. The Wildlife Resources Commission has identified the following areas on game lands that have additional 11 

restrictions on entry or usage: 12 

(1) Archery Zone. On portions of game lands posted as "Archery Zones" hunting is limited to archery13 

equipment and falconry. During the open deer seasons for these areas, antlered and antlerless deer14 

may be taken.15 

(2) Safety Zone. On portions of game lands posted as "Safety Zones" hunting is prohibited. No person16 

shall hunt or discharge a firearm or bow and arrow within, into, or across a posted safety zone on a17 

game land. Falconry is exempt from this provision.18 

(3) Restricted Firearms Zone. On portions of game lands posted as "Restricted Firearms Zones" the use19 

of centerfire rifles is prohibited.20 

(4) Restricted Zone. Portions of game lands posted as "Restricted Zones" are closed to use by the public, 21 

and entry on these areas is prohibited without written approval from the Wildlife Resources22 

Commission. The Commission may authorize entry when the primary purpose for the Restricted23 

Zone shall not be compromised and the persons requesting entry demonstrate a valid need, or official 24 

business of the Commission is being conducted by a contractor or agent of the Commission. Valid25 

needs may include access to private property, scientific investigations, surveys, or other access to26 

conduct activities in the public interest.27 

(5) Temporary Restricted Zone. Portions of game lands posted as "Temporary Restricted Zones" are28 

closed to use by the public, and entry is prohibited without written approval from the Wildlife29 

Resources Commission. An area of a game land shall be declared a Temporary Restricted Zone30 

when there is a danger to the health or welfare of the public.31 

(6) Scouting-only Zone. On portions of the game lands posted as "Scouting-only Zones" the discharge32 

of firearms or bow and arrow is prohibited.33 

(7) Restricted Deer Hunting Zone. On portions of game lands posted as "Restricted Deer Hunting34 

Zones" the use of dogs for taking deer is prohibited, except as allowed by permit as provided in G.S.35 

113-264(d).36 
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(8) Day Use Only Zone. On portions of game lands posted as "Day Use Only Zones" the use by the 1 

public shall be prohibited from sunset to sunrise.2 

(9) Sensitive Habitat Zone. Portions of game lands posted as "Sensitive Habitat Zones" are closed to3 

use by the public during the dates specified on the sign, and entry is prohibited without written4 

approval from the Wildlife Resources Commission by calling 919-707-0150 and requesting a5 

permit.6 

The Commission shall conduct a public input meeting in the area where the game land is located before establishing 7 

the following zones: archery, restricted firearms, restricted deer hunting, day use only, or sensitive habitat. After the 8 

input meeting, the public comments shall be presented at an official Commission meeting for final determination. 9 

(c)  Littering. No person shall deposit litter, trash, garbage, or other refuse on any game land except in receptacles10 

provided for disposal of refuse at designated camping and target-shooting areas. No garbage dumps or sanitary 11 

landfills shall be established on a game land by a person, firm, corporation, county, or municipality, except as 12 

permitted by the landowner. 13 

(d)  Use of weapons. No person shall discharge:14 

(1) a weapon within 150 yards of a game land building or designated game land camping area, except15 

where posted otherwise;16 

(2) a weapon within 150 yards of a residence located on or adjacent to game lands, except on Butner-17 

Falls of Neuse and Jordan game lands; and18 

(3) a firearm within 150 yards of a residence located on or adjacent to Butner-Falls of Neuse and Jordan19 

Game Lands.20 

No person shall hunt with or have in possession a shotgun shell containing lead or toxic shot while hunting on a posted 21 

waterfowl impoundment on a game land, except shotgun shells containing lead buckshot may be used while deer 22 

hunting. Individuals carrying a concealed handgun shall adhere to the requirements set forth in G.S. 14-415.11, even 23 

if the state issuing the concealed handgun permit is not North Carolina. On Butner-Falls of Neuse, Jordan, Kerr Scott, 24 

and Vance game lands, no person shall possess loaded firearms, ammunition, bows and arrows, crossbows, or other 25 

weapons except as provided in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Chapter III, Part 327.13, which is 26 

incorporated by reference, including subsequent amendments and editions. This document may be accessed at 27 

www.ecfr.gov at no cost. On Buckhorn, Chatham, Harris, Hyco, Lee, Mayo, and Sutton Lake game lands; Pee Dee 28 

River Game Land north of U.S. 74; and that portion of R. Wayne Bailey- Caswell Game Land that is located north of 29 

U.S. 158 and east of N.C. 119, no person shall possess a firearm during closed hunting seasons or closed hunting days30 

for game birds or game animals, except under the following conditions: 31 

(1) the firearm is a .22 caliber pistol with a barrel not greater than seven and one-half inches in length32 

and shooting only short, long, or long rifle ammunition carried as a side arm;33 

(2) the firearm is cased or not immediately available for use;34 

(3) the firearm is used by persons participating in field trials on field trial areas; or35 

(4) the firearm is possessed in designated camping areas for defense of persons and property.36 

(e)  Game Lands License: Hunting and Trapping37 
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(1) Except as provided in Subparagraph (4) of this Paragraph, a person entering a game land to hunt,1 

trap, run dogs, or train dogs using wildlife shall have in his or her possession a valid North Carolina2 

hunting or trapping license.3 

(2) For Commission-sanctioned field trials, active participants, as defined in 15A NCAC 10B .0114, in4 

a field trial using wildlife shall possess a North Carolina hunting license, except non-residents may5 

substitute hunting licenses from their state(s) of residence.6 

(3) For other field trials using wildlife occurring on game lands, judges and active participants shall7 

possess a North Carolina hunting license.8 

(4) Exceptions:9 

(A) a person under 16 years of age may hunt on game lands on the license of his parent or legal10 

guardian;11 

(B) on the game lands described in Rule .0103 (j)(1) of this Section, the game lands license is12 

required for hunting doves; other activities are subject to the control of the landowners.13 

(f)  Field Trials and Training Dogs. An individual or organization sponsoring a field trial on the Sandhills Field Trial14 

area shall file an application with the Commission to use the area with the facility use fee computed at the rate of three 15 

hundred dollars ($300.00) for each scheduled day of the trial. The total facility use fee shall cover the period from 16 

12:00 noon of the day preceding the first scheduled day of the trial to 10:00 a.m. of the day following the last scheduled 17 

day of the trial. The facility use fee shall be paid for all intermediate days on which trials are not run but the building 18 

or facilities are used or occupied. A fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day shall be charged to sporting, 19 

educational, or scouting groups for scheduled events utilizing the club house only. No person or group of persons or 20 

other entity shall enter or use the physical facilities located on the Sandhills Field Trial area or the Laurinburg Fox 21 

Trial facility without written approval from an authorized agent of the Wildlife Resources Commission, and no entry 22 

or use of a facility shall exceed the scope of or continue beyond the approved use. The Sandhills Field Trial facilities 23 

shall be used only for field trials scheduled with the approval of the Wildlife Resources Commission. No more than 24 

20 days of field trials may be scheduled for occurrence on the Sandhills facilities during a calendar month, and no 25 

more than five days may be scheduled during a calendar week. A field trial requiring more than five days may be 26 

scheduled during one week with reduction of the maximum number of days allowable during some other week so that 27 

the monthly maximum of 20 days is not exceeded. Before October 1 of each year, the North Carolina Field Trial 28 

Association or other organization desiring use of the Sandhills facilities between the Wednesday on or nearest October 29 

18 and the second Friday before Thanksgiving and between the first Monday following Thanksgiving and March 31 30 

shall submit its proposed schedule of use to the Wildlife Resources Commission for consideration and approval. The 31 

use of the Sandhills Field Trial facilities by individuals for training dogs is prohibited; elsewhere on the Sandhills 32 

Game Lands dogs may be trained only on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays from October 1 through April 1. 33 

Dogs may not be trained or permitted to run unleashed from April 1 through August 15 on game lands located west 34 

of I-95, except when participating in field trials sanctioned by the Wildlife Resources Commission. Dogs may not be 35 

trained or permitted to run unleashed from March 15 through June 15 on game lands located east of I-95, except when 36 

participating in field trials sanctioned by the Wildlife Resources Commission. Additionally, on game lands located 37 
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west of I-95 where special hunts are scheduled for sportsmen participating in the Disabled Sportsman Program, dogs 1 

may not be trained or allowed to run unleashed during legal big game hunting hours on the dates of the special hunts. 2 

A field trial shall be authorized when the field trial does not conflict with other planned activities on the game land or 3 

field trial facilities, and the applying organization demonstrates their experience and expertise in conducting genuine 4 

field trial activities. Entry to physical facilities, other than by field trial organizations under permit, shall be granted 5 

when they do not conflict with other planned activities previously approved by the Commission and they do not 6 

conflict with the mission of the agency. 7 

(g)  Trapping. Subject to the restrictions contained in 15A NCAC 10B .0300, trapping of furbearing animals,8 

armadillos, coyotes, and groundhogs is permitted on game lands during the open trapping seasons for those areas, 9 

established by rule. Foxes may be trapped on game lands from October 1 through the end of February in a county with 10 

an open fox trapping season that falls between October 1 and the end of February. Foxes may not be taken by trapping 11 

on game lands in counties with a closed fox trapping season or during a fox trapping season that occurs outside the 12 

dates of October 1 through the end of February. Additionally, fox trapping is allowed on game lands in Clay, Graham, 13 

Henderson, Macon, and Tyrrell counties with a daily bag limit of two and a season bag limit of 10 from the first to the 14 

fourth Saturday in January. Trapping is prohibited: 15 

(1) on the J Robert Gordon Field Trial Area of Sandhills Game Land;16 

(2) in posted "safety zones" located on a game land;17 

(3) by the use of bait on the National Forest Lands bounded by the Blue Ridge Parkway on the south,18 

US 276 on the north and east, and NC 215 on the west;19 

(4) on the DuPont State Forest Game Lands; and20 

(5) from April 1 through September 31.21 

At a trap, trappers may use a single bait site of grain, fruit, or other foods when trapping if the food is not a processed 22 

food product as defined in G.S. 113-294(r), is less than 3 cubic inches and is covered to prevent it from being seen 23 

from above. Feathers, including those with attached skin or entire bird wings, hair with or without skin or hide, and 24 

bones that include no attached meat, organs, or viscera do not need to be covered. 25 

(h)  Vehicular Traffic. No person shall drive a motorized vehicle on a game land except on roads constructed,26 

maintained, and opened for vehicular travel and on trails posted for vehicular travel, unless the person: 27 

(1) is driving in the vehicle gallery of a scheduled bird dog field trial held on the Sandhills Game Land;28 

or29 

(2) is a disabled sportsman as defined in Paragraph (l) of this Rule or holds a Disabled Access Program30 

Permit as described in Paragraph (l) of this Rule and is abiding by the rules described in Paragraph31 

(k).32 

(i)  Camping.33 

(1) No person shall camp on a game land except on an area posted by the landowner for camping.34 

(2) On game lands owned by the State of North Carolina, where the North Carolina Wildlife Resources35 

Commission is the primary custodian, the maximum period of consecutive overnight camping at a36 

designated camping area is 14 days within any 30-day period, unless otherwise specified in rules of37 
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this Subchapter. After 14 consecutive days of camping, personal belongings shall be removed from 1 

the game land. 2 

(3) A hunting, fishing, trapping or Game Lands License is required for individuals age 16 or older to3 

camp on game lands in areas posted for camping except when camping within 100 yards of the4 

Roanoke River on the state-owned portion of the Roanoke River Wetlands Game Land, within 1005 

yards of the Neuse River on that portion of the game land west of NC-43, and in posted areas along6 

the Mountains-to-Sea Trail on Butner-Falls of Neuse Game Land.7 

(j)  Release of Animals and Fish. It is unlawful to release pen-raised animals or birds, wild animals or birds,8 

domesticated animals, except hunting dogs and raptors where otherwise permitted for hunting or training purposes, or 9 

feral animals, or hatchery-raised fish on game lands without written authorization. It is unlawful to move wild fish 10 

from one stream to another on game lands without written authorization. Written authorization shall be given when 11 

release of animals is determined by a Wildlife Resources Commission biologist not to be harmful to native wildlife in 12 

the area and is in the public interest or advance the programs and goals of the Wildlife Resources Commission. 13 

(k)  Non-Highway Licensed Vehicles. It is unlawful to operate motorized land vehicles not licensed for highway use14 

on game lands except for designated areas on National Forests. Disabled persons as defined in Paragraph (l) of this 15 

Rule and people who have obtained a Disabled Access Program permit are exempt from this restriction but shall 16 

comply with the terms of their permit. Furthermore, disabled persons, as defined under the federal Americans with 17 

Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. 126) may use wheelchairs or other all-terrain wheelchairs on areas where foot travel is 18 

allowed. Off road vehicles including ATVs, UTVs, and ebikes are not permitted. 19 

(l)  Disabled Access Program. Disabled individuals who meet the requirements of G.S. 113-296 may obtain a Disabled 20 

Access Permit and Disabled Sportsman Hunt Certification online at ncwildlife.org. The Disabled Access Permit allows 21 

individuals to operate electric wheel chairs, all-terrain vehicles, and other passenger vehicles on any Commission-22 

maintained road open for vehicular travel and those trails posted for vehicular travel and ungated or open-gated roads 23 

otherwise closed to vehicular traffic on game lands owned by the Wildlife Resources Commission and on game lands 24 

whose owners have agreed to that use. Those game lands, or parts thereof, where this Paragraph applies are designated 25 

online, at www.ncwildlife.org. This Paragraph does not permit vehicular access on fields, openings, roads, paths, or 26 

trails planted for wildlife food or cover. One companion, who is identified by a companion card issued to each qualified 27 

disabled person, may accompany a disabled person to provide assistance, provided the companion is constantly in 28 

visual or verbal contact with the disabled person. The companion may participate in lawful activities while assisting 29 

a disabled person, provided license requirements are met. A vehicle used by a qualified disabled person for access to 30 

game lands under this provision shall have the Disabled Access Permit available for inspection by wildlife 31 

enforcement officers upon request. Hunters who qualify under the Disabled Sportsman Program and their companions 32 

may access special hunting blinds for people with disabilities during regularly scheduled, non-permit hunting days on 33 

a first come basis, except for those blinds located on the Restricted Area of Caswell Game Land. It is unlawful for 34 

anyone other than disabled persons holding a Disabled Access Permit, during waterfowl season, to hunt within 100 35 

yards of a waterfowl blind designated by the Wildlife Resources Commission as a Disabled Sportsman's hunting blind. 36 
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The Disabled Sportsman Hunt Certification allows individuals to apply for available Disabled sportsman permit 1 

hunting opportunities as prescribed in G.S. 113-296. 2 

(m)  Public nudity. Public nudity, including nude sunbathing, is prohibited on game lands, including land or water.3 

For the purposes of this Section, "public nudity" means a person's intentional failure to cover with a fully opaque 4 

covering the person's genitals, pubic area, anal area, or female breasts below a point from the top of the areola while 5 

in a public place. 6 

(n)  Shooting Ranges. On public shooting ranges managed by the Commission, no person shall use designated shooting 7 

ranges for purposes other than for firearm or bow and arrow marksmanship, development of shooting skills, or for 8 

other safe uses of firearms and archery equipment. Other uses, including camping, building fires, operating 9 

concessions or other activities not directly involved with recreational or competitive shooting are prohibited, unless 10 

written authorization is obtained from the Commission. No person, when using any shooting range, shall deposit 11 

debris or refuse on the grounds of the range. This includes items used as targets, except that clay targets broken on the 12 

range, by the shooter, may be left on the grounds where they fall. No person shall shoot items made of glass on the 13 

grounds of the range. No person may leave a vehicle or other obstruction in a location or position that it will prevent, 14 

impede, or inconvenience the use by other persons of any shooting range. No person shall leave a vehicle or other 15 

object parked in a place on the shooting range other than the place or zone that is designated and posted or marked as 16 

an authorized parking zone. No person shall handle firearms or bow and arrow on a shooting range in a careless or 17 

reckless manner. No person shall intentionally shoot into any target holder, post, or other permanent fixture or structure 18 

while using a shooting range. No person shall shoot a firearm in a manner that would cause rifled or smoothbore 19 

projectiles to travel off of the range, except that shotgun shot, size No. 4 or smaller may be allowed to travel from the 20 

range if it presents no risk of harm or injury to a person. Persons using a shooting range shall obey posted range safety 21 

rules and those persons who violate range safety rules or create a public safety hazard shall leave the shooting range 22 

if directed to by law enforcement officers or to leave by Commission employees. No person shall handle firearms on 23 

a shooting range while under the influence of an impairing substance. The consumption of alcohol or alcoholic 24 

beverages on a shooting range is prohibited. Open days and hours of operation shall be designated on signs and at 25 

least one sign shall be posted at the entrance to each shooting range. No person, when using a shooting range, shall do 26 

an act that is prohibited or neglect to do an act that is required by signs or markings placed on the area under authority 27 

of this Rule for regulating the use of the area. 28 

(o)(n)  Limited-access Roads. During the months of June, July, and August, roads posted as "Limited-access Roads" 29 

are open to motorized vehicles from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. These roads shall be posted with the opening and closing 30 

times. 31 

(p)(o)  No person shall attempt to obscure the sex or age of a bird or animal taken by severing the head or any other 32 

part thereof, or possess a bird or animal that has been so mutilated. 33 

(q)(p)  Baiting. Except as provided in Paragraph (g) of this Rule, no person shall place, or cause to be placed on a 34 

game land, salt, grain, fruit, or other foods without written authorization from an agent of the Commission. Written 35 

authorization may be provided for Commission authorized projects or Commission contractors to meet specific 36 
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objectives. Except as authorized by rule, no person shall take or attempt to take wild birds or wild animals attracted to 1 

these foods. 2 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-129; 113-134; 113-264; 113-270.3; 113-291.2; 113-291.5; 113-305; 113-306; 3 

143-318.10;4 

Eff. February 1, 1976;5 

Amended Eff. July 1, 1993; April 1, 1992;6 

Temporary Amendment Eff. October 11, 1993;7 

Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995; July 1, 1994;8 

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;9 

Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;10 

Temporary Amendment Eff. August 31, 2001;11 

Amended Eff. August 1, 2002;12 

Amended Eff. June 1, 2004; (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July 17,13 

2003);14 

Amended Eff. January 1, 2013; January 1, 2012; June 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; May15 

1, 2008; May 1, 2007; May 1, 2006; November 1, 2005;16 

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2014;17 

Amended Eff. February 1, 2023; August 1, 2022; August 1, 2021; August 1, 2020; August 1, 2017;18 

August 1, 2016; May 1, 2015; August 1, 2014;19 

Readopted Eff. August 1, 2023;20 

Amended Eff. June 1, 2025; November 1, 2023.21 

22 
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15A NCAC 10M .0101 is proposed for adoption as follows: 1 

2 

15A NCAC 10M .0101 SHOOTING RANGES 3 

(a) The following definitions shall apply to the Rules in the Section:4 

(1) “Downrange” is the area located forward of the firing line extending in the direction where firearms5 

or archery equipment, as defined in 15A NCAC 10B .0116, may be safely aimed and discharged.6 

(2) “Firing Line” is the designated area on the shooting range where individuals are authorized to fire7 

firearms and archery equipment under supervision of the Range Safety Officer.8 

(3) “Range is cold” means that live firing is prohibited and firearms and archery equipment shall not be9 

loaded, handled, or fired.10 

(4) “Range is hot” means that live firing is authorized.11 

(5) “Range Safety Officer” or “RSO” is a designated Commission employee or volunteer responsible12 

for ensuring that activities conducted on the shooting range safe and compliant with established13 

rules and procedures.14 

(6) “Range Pass” is a card issued to an individual who has provided identification and attended a range15 

safety briefing. A range pass is valid one year from issuance.16 

(7) “Shooting range” or “range” means the area designed for use of firearms or archery equipment.17 

(8) “Shooting range facility” or “range facility” means the shooting range and associated operational18 

areas, including indoor and outdoor shooting ranges, backstops, berms, parking areas, offices,19 

restrooms, and ingress and egress roadways.20 

(9) “Sky drawing” is the action of pointing archery equipment  into the air and drawing the string, rather 21 

than aiming the equipment downrange.22 

(b) Shooting range facilities owned and managed by the Commission are for trap shooting, skeet shooting, five-stand23 

shooting, rifle shooting, pistol shooting, practice archery, and 3D archery. Non-specified use of range facilities is 24 

prohibited unless approved, in writing, by the Commission. 25 

(c) Individuals using shooting range facilities shall:26 

(1) adhere to posted signs and verbal Range Safety Officer (RSO) instruction;27 

(2) wear eye protection; and28 

(3) wear ear protection on the firearm firing line.29 

(d) General Restrictions. The following shall be prohibited at shooting range facilities:30 

(1) open-toed shoes;31 

(2) individuals under the influence of an impairing substance, as defined by G.S. 20-4.01(14a);32 

(3) alcohol or alcoholic beverages;33 

(4) smoking, vaping, or use of tobacco or nicotine products, except in designated smoking areas;34 

(5) eating or drinking while on the firing line;35 

(6) harassment or intimidating behavior toward staff or other guests;36 

(7) parking vehicles outside of designated parking areas; and37 
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(8) animals other than service dogs. 1 

(e) Prior to entering the shooting range, individuals participating in shooting sports shall complete the following steps2 

to receive a Range Pass: 3 

(1) sign-in with the RSO;4 

(2) attend a safety briefing; and5 

(3) complete a range waiver by providing the following information:6 

(A) first and last name;7 

(B) age and age certification;8 

(C) ethnicity;9 

(D) gender;10 

(E) zip code;11 

(F) email address;12 

(G) shooting range facility location;13 

(H) range selection;14 

(I) NCWRC license status;15 

(J) attestation of the Risk, Release, and Indemnity Agreement; and16 

(K) electronic signature.17 

(f) Firearms.18 

(1) Firearms shall not be carried into the range office.19 

(2) Firearms shall be cased during transport to and from the firing line.20 

(3) Firearms shall remain unloaded until on the firing line and the range is hot.21 

(4) Concealed carry of firearms is prohibited.22 

(5) Firearms shall not be loaded, handled, or fired when the range is cold.23 

(6) Fully automatic and automatic simulated firearms are prohibited.24 

(7) Firearms shall not be pointed at a person.25 

(8) Firearms shall be pointed downrange at all times.26 

(g) Archery Equipment.27 

(1) Arrows shall remain unnocked until individuals are on the firing line and the range is hot.28 

(2) Broadhead tips are prohibited.29 

(3) Sky drawing is prohibited.30 

(4) Firearms are prohibited on the practice archery and 3D archery range.31 

(5) Individuals using the 3D archery range shall wear a blaze orange vest.32 

(h) Trap and Skeet.33 

(1) Shot other than size 7.5, 8, or 9 is prohibited.34 

(2) Muzzle velocity greater than 1300 feet per second is prohibited.35 

(3) The firearm’s action shall be open and the firearm shall be unloaded when moving between stations.36 

(i) Ammunition.37 
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(1) Individuals shall use the correct ammunition for their firearms. 1 

(2) Individuals shall collect their spent cartridges, paper targets, trash, litter, and personal items before2 

leaving the shooting range.3 

(3) The following types of ammunition are prohibited:4 

(A) tracer;5 

(B) incendiary;6 

(C) armor-piercing;7 

(D) steel core; and8 

(E) other types deemed unsafe by the RSO.9 

(j) Targets.10 

(1) Individuals shall supply their own paper targets.11 

(2) Target stands provided by the Commission shall be used.12 

(3) Steel targets are prohibited, unless provided by the Commission.13 

(4) Glass targets are prohibited.14 

(5) Intentionally shooting into target stands, posts, or other permanent structures is prohibited.15 

(6) Shooting a firearm in a manner that would cause rifled or smoothbore projectiles to travel off the16 

range is prohibited.17 

(k)  Age Restrictions.18 

(1) Individuals under 18 years of age shall be accompanied by an adult when on the firing line.19 

(2) Individuals 12 years of age and younger shall have one-on-one adult supervision when on the firing20 

line.21 

(l) Violation of a provision of this Rule or RSO instruction shall be grounds for removal from the range facility.22 

23 

24 

25 
26 
27 
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