
LUNGLESS SALAMANDERS OF WESTERN NC

Lungless Salamanders 
Plethodontidae 

Common 
Salamanders 
of Western NC 

Salt and Pepper Belly

Pale Belly

Flattened Tail

Red-backed Salamander Rounded Tail

Red Salamander

Golden Eyes

usky Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Rounded Tail Salt and Pepper belly

No line from Eye to Jaw

Blue Ridge Two-lined 
Salamander

Golden Colored

One line down each side

 

Black 
BellyLine from Eye to Jaw

Seal Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Black-bellied Salamander

Blotches on back

Red stripe 
down back

Blue Ridge Two-lined Salamander

       

PHOTOS BY TODD PIERSON

Does NOT have a line  
from the eye to the jaw

Has 3 Stripes 

Is Gold Colored 

Has a Black and 
White belly, 
short nose 

Has 2 stripes 

Has Black spots Has Red spots  
surrounded by 

Black 

Is Black with or without 
a Red stripe down back 

Three-Lined 
Salamander Red-backed Salamander 

Red Salamander 

Red-Spotted Newt 

Blue ridge 
Two-lined  

Salamander 

Lungless  
Salamanders 
of Western NC 
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Gold colored Black with or 
without a red 

stripe down back

Red/Orange colored

3 stripes 2 stripes

Has a black 
and white belly, 

short nose

Has 3 Stripes 

Is Gold Colored 

Has a Black and 
White belly, 
short nose 

Has 2 stripes 

Has Black spots Has Red spots  
surrounded by 

Black 

Is Black with or without 
a Red stripe down back 

Three-Lined 
Salamander Red-backed Salamander 

Red Salamander 

Red-Spotted Newt 

Blue ridge 
Two-lined  

Salamander 

Lungless  
Salamanders 
of Western NC 
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Three-lined Salamander

       

Lungless Salamanders 
Plethodontidae 

Common 
Salamanders 
of Western NC 

Salt and Pepper Belly

Pale Belly

Flattened Tail

Red-backed Salamander Rounded Tail

Red Salamander

Golden Eyes

usky Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Rounded Tail Salt and Pepper belly

No line from Eye to Jaw

Blue Ridge Two-lined 
Salamander

Golden Colored

One line down each side

 

Black 
BellyLine from Eye to Jaw

Seal Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Black-bellied Salamander

Blotches on back

Red stripe 
down back

Red-backed Salamander

       

Lungless Salamanders 
Plethodontidae 

Common 
Salamanders 
of Western NC 

Salt and Pepper Belly

Pale Belly

Flattened Tail

Red-backed Salamander Rounded Tail

Red Salamander

Golden Eyes

usky Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Rounded Tail Salt and Pepper belly

No line from Eye to Jaw

Blue Ridge Two-lined 
Salamander

Golden Colored

One line down each side

 

Black 
BellyLine from Eye to Jaw

Seal Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Black-bellied Salamander

Blotches on back

Red stripe 
down back

Red Salamander

       

Mole Salamanders 
Ambystoma 

True Salamanders 
Notophthalmus 

Giant Salamanders 
Cryptobranchs 

Common 
Salamanders 
of Western NC 

Red-Spotted Newt

Hellbender Salamander

Mudpuppy Salamander

Yellow Spots

Spotted Salamander

Thick Body

Mole Salamander

Round/blunt 
nose

Can be Gray, 
brown, or 

black

Large flat head 

Up to 2 1/2 feet long 
Many 

skin folds 

Purely 
Aquatic 

Has Large  
feathery gills 

Can grow up to 1 1/2 feet long 
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Red-Spotted Newt

       

Black spots

Red spots
surrounded 

by black



Lungless Salamanders 
of The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education 

Black-bellied 
Salamander 

Has a line from the 
Eye to the Jaw 

Belly is  
completely 

Black  

Head is  
Flattened.  Has 

a tail that is 
“blade-like” 

Belly is  
Light-colored with 

dark splotches 

Belly is mostly 
white/clear 

without spots 

Back usually 
has distinct 

blotches  

Highly keeled 
tail 

Shovel-nosed Salamander Seal Salamander 

Dusky Salamander 
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Does HAVE a line from 
the eye to the jaw

Has 3 Stripes 

Is Gold Colored 

Has a Black and 
White belly, 
short nose 

Has 2 stripes 

Has Black spots Has Red spots  
surrounded by 

Black 

Is Black with or without 
a Red stripe down back 

Three-Lined 
Salamander Red-backed Salamander 

Red Salamander 

Red-Spotted Newt 

Blue ridge 
Two-lined  

Salamander 

Lungless  
Salamanders 
of Western NC 
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Belly is mostly 
white/clear  

without spots

Belly is light- 
colored with  

dark splotches

Head is
flattened. Tail is 

“blade-like”

Belly is
completely  

black

Back usually  
has distinct 

blotches

Highly  
keeled tail

Lungless Salamanders 
Plethodontidae 

Common 
Salamanders 
of Western NC 

Salt and Pepper Belly

Pale Belly

Flattened Tail

Red-backed Salamander Rounded Tail

Red Salamander

Golden Eyes

usky Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Rounded Tail Salt and Pepper belly

No line from Eye to Jaw

Blue Ridge Two-lined 
Salamander

Golden Colored

One line down each side

 

Black 
BellyLine from Eye to Jaw

Seal Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Black-bellied Salamander

Blotches on back

Red stripe 
down back

Seal Salamander
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Line from Eye to Jaw
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No line from Eye to Jaw
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Golden Colored
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Black 
BellyLine from Eye to Jaw

Seal Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw

Black-bellied Salamander

Blotches on back

Red stripe 
down back

Dusky Salamander 

   

Belly is dark  
gray but  

not jet black

Lungless Salamanders 
of The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education 

Black-bellied 
Salamander 

Has a line from the 
Eye to the Jaw 

Belly is  
completely 

Black  

Head is  
Flattened.  Has 

a tail that is 
“blade-like” 

Belly is  
Light-colored with 

dark splotches 

Belly is mostly 
white/clear 

without spots 

Back usually 
has distinct 

blotches  

Highly keeled 
tail 

Shovel-nosed Salamander Seal Salamander 

Dusky Salamander 
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Shovel-nosed Salamander 
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Salamanders 
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Black 
BellyLine from Eye to Jaw

Seal Salamander

Line from Eye to Jaw
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Lungless Salamanders 
of The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education 

Black-bellied 
Salamander 

Has a line from the 
Eye to the Jaw 

Belly is  
completely 

Black  

Head is  
Flattened.  Has 

a tail that is 
“blade-like” 

Belly is  
Light-colored with 

dark splotches 

Belly is mostly 
white/clear 

without spots 

Back usually 
has distinct 

blotches  

Highly keeled 
tail 

Shovel-nosed Salamander Seal Salamander 

Dusky Salamander 
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Lungless Salamanders 
of The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education 

Black-bellied 
Salamander 

Has a line from the 
Eye to the Jaw 

Belly is  
completely 

Black  

Head is  
Flattened.  Has 

a tail that is 
“blade-like” 

Belly is  
Light-colored with 

dark splotches 

Belly is mostly 
white/clear 

without spots 

Back usually 
has distinct 

blotches  

Highly keeled 
tail 

Shovel-nosed Salamander Seal Salamander 
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