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NORTH CAROLINA COLLECTION-SENSITIVE WATERS 

 

Collection-Sensitive Waters are areas which support significant aquatic species and their habitats.  

Scientific collection activities are restricted in these waters except when specified under the special 

conditions of a Scientific Fish Collecting License or allowed through a Commission-issued Endangered 

Species Permit. 

 

River Basin Extent of Sensitive Water Counties 

Cape Fear Main stem Black River Sampson, Bladen, 

Pender  

Cape Fear Main stem Brunswick River Brunswick  

Cape Fear Main stem Cape Fear River from Lock and Dam No. 1 upstream 

to Buckhorn Dam  

Chatham, Lee, 

Harnett, 

Cumberland 

Bladen 

Cape Fear Main stem of the Deep River and all tributaries from Haw River 

confluence to Randleman Reservoir Dam,  

Chatham, Lee, 

Moore, Randolph 

Cape Fear Main channel Haw River and all tributaries from Saxapahaw to 

Jordan Reservoir 

Chatham 

Cape Fear Main stem North East Cape Fear River New Hanover, 

Pender, Duplin 

Cape Fear Main stem of the Rocky River and tributaries from Deep River 

confluence to Hackney Millpond Dam in  

Chatham 

Catawba Main stem Waxhaw Creek Union 

French Broad Main stem of the Cane River from mouth to US 19E crossing Yancey 

French Broad Main stem Little River from mouth to Cascade Lake Dam Transylvania 

French Broad Main stem Mills River from mouth to North and South Fork Mills 

River confluence 

Henderson 

French Broad Main stem Nolichucky River from TN line to confluence of Cane 

and North Toe Rivers 

Mitchell, Yancey 

French Broad Main stem North Toe River  from Cane River to NC 226 crossing 

at Spruce Pine 

Mitchell, Yancey 

French Broad Main stem Pigeon River from Pigeon St Bridge in Canton to East 

and West Fork confluence 

Haywood 

French Broad Main stem South Toe River from mouth to Blue Rock Rd. (SR 

1152) crossing 

Yancey 

French Broad Main stem West Fork Pigeon River from mouth to Little East Fork 

River confluence 

Haywood 

Little 

Tennessee 

Main stream Cheoah River from mouth to Santeetlah Dam ,  Graham 

Little 

Tennessee 

Main stem Little Tennessee River from Fontana Lake to Lake 

Emory Dam (Porter’s Bend) 

Macon, Swain  

Little 

Tennessee 

Main stem Tuckasegee River from Fontana Lake to Cullowhee 

Dam 

Swain,  Jackson 

Lumber Lake Waccamaw and main stem Waccamaw River upstream of  

NC Hwy 130 

Columbus 

Neuse Main stem Contentnea Creek and all tributaries above Wiggins 

Mill Pond, 

Wilson 

Neuse Main stem Contentnea Creek Greene, Wilson 



Neuse Main stem Eno River and all tributaries upstream of Falls of 

Neuse Reservoir 

Durham, Orange 

Neuse Eno River and all tributaries upstream of Falls of Neuse Reservoir Durham, Orange 

Neuse Main stem Flat River and all tributaries  upstream of Lake Michie Durham, Person 

Neuse Main stem Little River and all tributaries upstream of Little River 

Reservoir 

Durham, Orange 

Neuse Main stem Little River and all tributaries Wake, Johnston 

Neuse Main stem Little River Wayne 

Neuse Main stem Neuse River from Pitchkettle Creek upstream to 

Milburnie Dam 

Wake, Johnston, 

Wayne, Lenoir, 

Pitt, Craven 

Neuse Main stem Swift Creek and all tributaries, Wake, Johnston 

Neuse Main stem Trent River Jones 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Cedar Creek and all tributaries Franklin 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Crooked Creek and all tributaries Nash 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Cub Creek and all tributaries Person, Granville 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Fishing Creek, Little Fishing Creek, and all tributaries Warren, Halifax, 

Nash, 

Edgecombe. 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Fox Creek and all tributaries Franklin 

Tar-Pamlico Mainstem Redbud Creek and all tributaries Franklin, Nash 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Rocky Swamp Creek and all tributaries,  Halifax 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Ruin Creek and all tributaries Vance 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Shelton Creek and all tributaries Granville 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Shocco Creek, Little Shocco Creek, and all tributaries Warren 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Stony Creek and all tributaries Nash 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Swift Creek and all tributaries 

 

Nash, 

Edgecombe 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Tar river upstream of Tar River Reservoir to 

headwaters  

Edgecombe, 

Halifax, Franklin, 

Warren, 

Granville, Nash 

Person 

Tar-Pamlico Main stem Tar River from N and S railroad crossing at 

Washington upstream to Rocky Mount Mills Dam,  

Nash, 

Edgecombe, Pitt, 

Beaufort 

Roanoke Main stem Dan River from VA line downstream to Dodgetown 

Road near Danbury 

Stokes 

Roanoke Main-stem of Dan River and tributaries from Lindsey Bridge Rd 

Dam downstream to NC/VA state line near Milton 

Rockingham, 

Caswell 

Roanoke Main stem Mayo River from VA line south to confluence with 

Dan River. 

Rockingham 

Roanoke Main stem Roanoke River from US 258 bridge to Roanoke Rapids 

dam 

Halifax, 

Northampton 

Roanoke Main stem Smith River from VA line south to confluence with 

Dan River 

Rockingham 

Yadkin -Pee 

Dee 

Main steam Goose and Duck Creeks Mecklenburg, 

Union 

Yadkin-Pee 

Dee 

Main stem Uwharrie River from Lake Tillery confluence upstream 

to Lake Reese Dam 

Randolph 



Yadkin-Pee 

Dee 

From Blewett Falls Dam to state line Anson, Richmond 

 
 


